CHAPTER  III

GAME PRESERVATION AND  FOREST RESERVATION

THROUGHOUT his service in India the writer of
these pages has been interested in the preservation
of game, and when a member of the Governor-
General's Council, representing the Madras Govern-
ment upon that body, he endeavoured to bring
forward a measure for the protection of game and
plumage birds. The difficulties were, however, held
at that time to be insuperable, chiefly owing to the
fact that such an enactment would deprive certain
tribes and classes of their only means of livelihood.
Efforts indeed are made to prevent the wholesale
destruction of useful and beautiful feathered creatures
by prohibiting the sale of game birds as food in can-
tonments and municipal towns, where some such
steps can by law be taken, but these measures are
no more effectual than the .protection afforded to
wild birds in England in so far as it depends on
the action of County Councils.

Until a close season is provided by law for
game and plumage birds, little can be done to
remedy an admitted evil.